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Protopresbyter Michael Pomazansky's Orthodox Dogmatic Theology has long been regarded as a

standard source of Orthodox theology. Since its publication in Russian in 1963, it has been used as

the main theology textbook at Holy Trinity Orthodox Seminary in Jordanville, New York; and since

the publication of the first English edition in 1983, it has come to be regarded throughout the

English-speaking world as one of the best introductory books on Orthodox theology. Written clearly,

simply and concisely, this modern-day classic is accessible not only to theology students but to the

contemporary layman in general. As one deeply rooted in the tradition of the Orthodox Church, Fr.

Michael quotes abundantly from the Holy Scriptures and the writings of the Holy Fathers, being

concerned to present, not human opinions, but Divine Revelation, which has been handed down to

us as the Church s certain, unchanging teaching.  EXPANDED THIRD EDITION: In the first English

edition, Fr. Seraphim added many substantive footnotes in order to provide clarification on certain

points or to introduce helpful information not included in the main text. In this third English edition,

yet more notes have been added, primarily consisting of quotations from the Holy Fathers, in order

to further elucidate Orthodox doctrines. This edition also includes a new preface, a new

bibliography, and an expanded index.
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In the writings of Fr. Michael Pomazansky, one may see a characteristic of genuine Orthodox

theology that is so often lost sight of in our cold, rationalistic age. Theology is not primarily a matter



of arguments, criticisms, proofs and disproofs; it is first of all men s word about God, in accordance

with the Divinely revealed teaching of Orthodoxy. Therefore, its first purpose and intent is always to

inspire, to warm the heart, to lift one above the petty preoccupations of earth in order to glimpse the

Divine beginning and end of all things and so to give one the energy and encouragement to struggle

towards God and our heavenly homeland....  Fr. Michael s theology is in this warm-hearted and

inspiring tone. He is not the only one to write Orthodox theology with this intent today, but he is one

of the few, in an older generation that is fast vanishing, who can serve as a link between us and the

genuine theology of the Holy Fathers....Orthodox Dogmatic Theology is his masterpiece. --

--Hieromonk Seraphim Rose

As briefly as possible I have set forth for you our love of wisdom, which is dogmatical and not

dialectical, in the manner of the fisherman and not of Aristotle, spiritually and not clearly woven,

according to the rules of the Church and not the marketplace. --St. Gregory the Theologian, 4th

Century

Repetitive, needs editing

I had been looking for a textbook on Orthodox systematic theology for quite some time before

accidently coming across an older edition of this volume while I was in Europe. I am an evangelical

who is painfully aware of our tradition's ignorance of Eastern beliefs, and of our dependence on

Western conceptions of theological categories and methods. As such I was (and still am) deeply

interested in exploring the depths and riches of Eastern theology, and to this end Pomazansky is a

gem.I imagine most pastors have at least one or more volumes of systematic theology in their

libraries. Everyone has their favorites: Barth, Calvin, Miley, Mueller, Grudem, Ott, Wenger, etc. Most

of us try to have a wide variety of sources at our disposal for the sake of reference. Pomozansky's

Orthodox Dogmatic Theology deserves to be on your shelf because I doubt anyone has written a

one-volume systematic with the same measure of depth, eloquence, and brevity, let alone from an

Eastern Orthodox perspective. Think of Wayne Grudem's Systematic Theology, but with greater

clarity, and a even more deeply devotional/pastoral spirit.That being said, Pomazansky's book is not

without its flaws. He is strongest when articulating the faith all Christians share, and in that respect, I

would reccomend his book to every student of theology, both lay and clergy. On the other hand,

from an evangelical perspective, he is weakest when defending Orthodox distinctives. I think

evangelicals will find that some of his arguments are far from convincing because they are



exegetically unfounded or suspect. That being said, Orthodox readers probably won't be bothered

too much by this apparent shortcoming because Scripture does not have the same place of

authority in Eastern traditions as in evangelical traditions.But even with these (minor) doctrinal

dissagrements, this is an eminently useful book that I constantly refer to for inspiration and

explanation. In fact, it may be the most dog-eared, highlighted, and underlined systematics I own.

You should get one.

Complete and very easy to read and understand. Exceptional given it is a translation from Russian.

Its' very readable and a great exposition of Orthodox theology.

Absolutely the best Catechism for any Orthodox or Anglican!

I'm listing many books I purchased here on  so others can see what's in my Orthodox library. I will

come back in the future and rate each one separately. Nearly all these books were suggested by a

Romanian monk. I purchased all these books for him several years ago. I bought two copies each

and kept one for me. I've enjoyed everything so far. Happy reading...

Clear, concise, easy to understand, only slightly marred by a critique of a wierd idea held the author

added as an appendix. Otherwise, this is the best, and ought not be limited to "Orthodox" readers.

This is an amazing work of theology based on the Early Christian Church theology which continues

today in the Orthodox Church.

A must and highly recommended for those who wish to deepen their understanding in Orthodoxy.
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